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Why doesn’t Hamilton have 
more church reuse?

Canada’s architecture is a 
renewable resource that 
can help us meet 
sustainability goals.

We can no longer ignore the 
crucial links between 
environmental and 
architectural conservation.

Our built environment is 
valuable — not disposable.



The Grace Lutheran church 
building is an opportunity, 
not an obstacle.

Reusing it fully in a new 
condo + retail development 
would:
1. Add density for growth 

targets + transit 
2. Take positive climate 

action
3. Retain this landmark’s 

beauty
4. Respect the legacy of a 

great Hamilton architect



The Just Recovery initiative 
prioritizes green retrofits of 
existing buildings.

A completed structure has a 
huge carbon footprint:

“When we throw away a 
useable building, we’re not 
just wasting materials, we’re 
throwing away the 
environmental investment 
in that building.”

— Jennifer O’Connor (TEDx talk)



City policy emphasizes that 
places of worship are to be 
demolished only as a last 
resort.

Heritage buildings — like 
Grace Lutheran — should 
not be kept off the Register 
for the sole reason that the 
owner objects. 

The point of these civic 
tools is to conserve our 
precious architecture, our 
built environment.



Grace Lutheran occupies 
only a small sliver of the 
owner’s adjacent properties.

Surface parking — the 
opposite of intensification 
— of the two combined 
properties equals many 
times the church footprint.

Right: The church is outlined 
in green. Outlined in yellow 
is existing open space like 
parking.



Razing Grace Lutheran isn’t 
our only option — just the 
sole option the developer has 
proposed.

There are established 
design alternatives to the 
developer’s proposed razing 
and salvage.

Alternatives that offer the 
opportunity to make this 
corner part of a vibrant, 
walkable neighbourhood.



Hamilton architect 
W.R. Souter

Grace Lutheran’s architect, 
W.R. Souter, helped design 
many of Hamilton’s iconic 
landmarks, including:
● Delta Secondary 
● Beth Jacob Synagogue
● Cathedral Boys’ School
● John Sopinka Courthouse
● Sacred Heart RC
● Christ the King Basilica 

complex 
● Hale House
● McMaster Nursing & 2 

Sciences buildings



W.R. Souter: over 50 years of 
architectural legacy in 
Hamilton and beyond

Grace Lutheran’s architect, 
W.R. Souter began 
practicing architecture 
after returning from WWI. 

His later firm, W.R. Souter 
and Associates, endured for 
decades after the founder’s 
death in 1971.



Works by this talented 
architect should be 
preserved and reused — 
not put in a landfill.

Souter’s achievement and 
versatility can be seen in 
works as varied as 
Wentworth Baptist, 
Cathedral Boys’ School, and 
the McLaughlin Motor 
Company showroom in 
Toronto.
 



Works by this talented 
architect should be 
preserved and reused — 
not put in a landfill.

Souter designed masterful 
Tudor Revival and Art 
Moderne homes, as well as 
airy, elegant modernist 
houses of worship like Beth 
Jacob synagogue and Grace 
Lutheran church.



St. Thomas Lofts, affordable housing for seniors (L); Dalhousie Church Lofts, affordable 
housing in the former Calvary Baptist, Brantford (R).

IMAGES

Adaptive reuse:
churches can be housing.



A church in the Netherlands repurposed as retail space (L); All Saints event space and cafe 
in, Ottawa, converted from a former Anglican church (R).

IMAGES

Adaptive reuse:
churches can be retail and 

restaurant spaces.



Rendering of Augustine United Church, Winnipeg, revitalized as a community hub (L); 
Maison de la littérature in Québec City, converted from a 19th-c. church into a library (R);

IMAGES

Adaptive reuse:
churches can be cultural and 

community spaces.



Architecture like Grace 
Lutheran is a precious, 

renewable resource. It's time 
we stopped seeing it 

through the lens of planned 
obsolescence.



Thank you.


