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The last Southam mansion

Chedoke is the last of the 
great Southam mansions.

It’s also the only one that’s 
publicly held.



The last Southam mansion

Until 2013, the house was 
still occupied by the family.



Chedoke: a great estate on 
the Escarpment

Chedoke is a prestigious, exclusive 
address.

A secluded, pre-Confederation 
manor associated with Canada's 
oldest media chain.

It presides over acres of UNESCO 
World Biosphere Reserve, but is 
never open to the public.



Chedoke Falls in a 19th 
century photo

Chedoke: a great estate on 
the Escarpment



1 Balfour Drive:
Overhead view of property

Google Maps is a little unclear on 
the location of the manor house.

Note the Bruce Trail, Niagara 
Escarpment, & Chedoke Falls 
(bottom left).



Made in Hamilton: the 
Southam media empire.

Older than the Southam media 
empire, the estate on the Niagara 
Escarpment has also outlasted it.

A 1950 Maclean’s article by Pierre 
Berton shows founder William 
Southam and his descendants.

Made in Hamilton: the 
Southam media empire.



Great Hamiltonian
St. Clair Balfour III

St. Clair Balfour (1910–2002):

● Trinity College graduate
● Spec alum
● WW2 veteran (Royal Canadian 

Navy) and recipient of the 
Distinguished Service Cross

● Southam chair
● Massey College donor
● Fundraiser for the University of 

Toronto
● Officer of the Order of Canada



Massey College’s prestigious 
Southam Journalism 
Fellowships

In 1962, St. Clair Balfour III 
founded the Massey College 
William Southam Journalism 
Fellowships with Robertson 
Davies.

Last month, the college celebrated 
the fellowships’ 60th anniversary 
with a gala dinner at the Toronto 
Reference Library.



There are plenty of lovely, privately 
owned properties in Hamilton. The 
proposed use, which would close the 
property for weekend retreats for 
the next 17 years, isn’t a good fit for a 
publicly owned venue.

Without transparency, how do we 
know this is the best deal for 
taxpayers? For such an incredible 
potential visitors' attraction, 
privatizing Chedoke would be a 
missed opportunity.



What’s comparable?
Enoch Turner Schoolhouse, 
Toronto

Built: 1848
Owner: Ontario Heritage Trust
Location: Corktown, TO
Donor: Enoch Turner Schoolhouse 
Foundation
Revenue: $375,000 /year (approx.) 
from weekend weddings alone

For rates, see: 
https://www.heritagetrust.on.ca/en/page
s/about-us/heritage-venues/enoch-turner
-schoolhouse

https://www.heritagetrust.on.ca/en/pages/about-us/heritage-venues/enoch-turner-schoolhouse
https://www.heritagetrust.on.ca/en/pages/about-us/heritage-venues/enoch-turner-schoolhouse
https://www.heritagetrust.on.ca/en/pages/about-us/heritage-venues/enoch-turner-schoolhouse


What’s comparable?
Billings Estate, 
Ottawa

Built: 1827–29
Owner: City of Ottawa
Location: Alta Vista (residential 
neighbourhood near the Rideau 
river)

Family-owned to 1975

National Historic Site on 8 acres of 
green space



Chedoke is so secluded, 
Hamilton once forgot that it 
existed

When Chedoke Estate was 
mentioned in Vogue magazine, 
Hamiltonians no longer knew how 
to find it. 

One Hamiltonian wrote to the 
Spec, asking:
“Where, exactly, is the 22-room 
stone mansion?”

(Nancy Boyd, “Haute Hamilton,” May 20, 1999)



Privatizing Chedoke would 
be a missed opportunity

Lineups at Doors Open Hamilton 
2022, over Mother’s Day weekend, 
show there is a huge amount of 
interest in this unique and 
beautiful Escarpment estate.

Mayoral candidate Keanin Loomis 
posted photos of the view & Doors 
Open lineup on social media.



Lost revenue, lost public access on 
weekends — is privatizing Chedoke 
really a good deal for Hamilton?

17 years is a long time. That’s more 
than four terms of Council.

Considering the long lease & 
potential new councillors this fall — 
could the question be deferred to 
the next term of council?

Let’s keep Chedoke public.



Thank you.


